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Expanded testing for hereditary 
breast and ovarian cancer  
Sonic Genetics offers both standard and expanded gene panels for patients at risk of hereditary breast and ovarian 
 cancers (HBOC). Sonic Genetics provides sequence and copy-number analysis of the two genes most commonly 
associated with hereditary breast and ovarian cancer, BRCA1 and BRCA2. This analysis is typically combined with sequence 
analysis of PALB2. We also offer an expanded panel of 16 genes for patients at risk of hereditary breast or ovarian cancers.  

Three combinations of gene panels that are relevant in different clinical settings can be requested by a specialist are available 
nationally through Sonic Genetics: 

– BRCA1 and BRCA2 only 
– BRCA1, BRCA2 and PALB2 only
– An expanded panel, including ATM, BRCA1, BRCA2, BRIP1, CDH1, CHEK2, MLH1, MSH2, MSH6, PALB2, PMS2,

PTEN, RAD51C, RAD51D, STK11, and TP53.i 

Note that the BRCA1 and BRCA2 only testing option is limited to determining olaparib eligibility in patients for whom testing of 
tumour tissue is not feasible, or in screening situations where there is a strong family history but no familial variants are known.  

Variants in these genes can potentially cause a variety of cancers. In particular, the expanded panel is suitable for referring doctors 
familiar with the management considerations arising from identification of a variant in any of these genes. If Medicare rebate criteria 
are met, there is no difference in out-of-pocket cost to the patient between standard and expanded panels. 

Copy-number analysis is restricted to BRCA1 and BRCA2. Gene variants of unknown significance are reported. Sonic Genetics also 
offers testing of relatives (predictive testing, cascade testing) for the specific pathogenic variant identified in a family member.  

These panels are available on request from a specialist as a rebated test with no gap payment (see overleaf for eligibility criteria), or 
for a private fee of $650.* 

Genetic counselling through Sonic Genetics 

Analysis of these genes can raise significant clinical, psychological, familial and financial issues which patients should address 
before consenting to the test. These considerations become more complex as more genes are included in a gene panel.  

Sonic Genetics offers pre- and post-test genetic counselling for these tests with a certified genetic counsellor by phone or 
telehealth. This counselling is available upon a doctor’s request at no additional cost for patients having a rebated test of two or 
more genes, or for a fee of $180;i there is no Medicare rebate for the counselling component. Our genetic counselling is managed 
as a clinical service, with letters to the requesting doctor and patient summarising the outcome.  

We recognise that genetic counselling may not be required in every situation. Pre-test counselling by a genetic counsellor is not 
mandated by Sonic Genetics for test requests from a specialist.  



Criteria for rebated testing  

All Medicare rebates for hereditary breast and ovarian cancer testing are limited to test requests by a specialist or consultant 

physician. GPs are encouraged to refer patients seeking rebated testing to a suitable specialist. Sonic Genetics recommends that 

patients seeking private testing should also be referred. 

The following table summarises the gene panels and rebates available in different clinical settings. Please note that the Medicare 

Benefits Schedule (MBS) descriptors are not provided below in full; details for each item are available on the Sonic Genetics website, 

sonicgenetics.com.au/hboc, or via MBS online. 

Ordering HBOC testing  

To order one of the gene panels, please use the specific request form available at sonicgenetics.com.au/hboc. The patient should 

then attend any of our pathology collection centres for a blood sample to be taken. In the case of testing for a private fee, the 

laboratory will contact the patient for payment prior to the test proceeding.  

If required, genetic counselling can be requested by selecting the option on the specific request form mentioned above or by 

phoning Sonic Genetics on 1800 010 447.  Please note that genetic counselling is only available for patients having a test provided 

by Sonic Genetics and only addresses matters related to that particular test. We do not provide a general genetic counselling service. 

The turnaround time is 4–6 weeks and results can be accessed electronically via Sonic Dx, by fax, or by phone. 

For further details, please refer to the Sonic Genetics website, sonicgenetics.com.au, speak with your local Client Liaison or contact 
Sonic Genetics on 1800 010 447 or info@sonicgenetics.com.au. 

iwww9.health.gov.au/mbs/fullDisplay.cfm?type=note&qt=NoteID&q=PN.0.27 
iiwww9.health.gov.au/mbs/fullDisplay.cfm?type=note&qt=NoteID&q=PN.0.23   *Correct at time of printing | SHG-MKT-0228-00.2 

Clinical setting for testing Genes and fees Counselling  

Patient with relapsed 
ovarian (serous papillary) 
cancer for eligibility for 
olaparib under the PBS 

MBS 73295 covers testing of BRCA1 and BRCA2 when 
tumour tissue is unavailable for testing. (Testing of 
tumour tissue for both heritable and non-heritable BRCA 
mutations is covered by MBS 73301). 

Testing is also available on request by a specialist  
for a private fee. 

Pre-/post-test counselling is available 
through Sonic Genetics. 

MBS recommends post-test genetic 
counselling for patients identified with a 
pathogenic mutation.i  

Patient with breast or 
ovarian cancer to identify a 
familial predisposition to 
develop these cancers 

If the patient is at >10% risk of having a pathogenic 
mutation in one of the genes tested, MBS 73296  
covers testing of:  

– BRCA1, BRCA2 and PALB2, or 
– Expanded panel of 16 genes. 

The requestor can select the panel that meets the  
needs of the patient and the requestor’s experience.  

Testing with either panel is also available on request  
by a specialist for a private fee. 

Pre-/post-test counselling is available 
through Sonic Genetics. 

MBS recommends post-test genetic 
counselling for patients identified with a 
pathogenic mutation.i 

Unaffected relative for the 
family’s specific mutation 

If a biological relative has a documented pathogenic 
mutation in one or more of these genes:  

BRCA1, BRCA2, PALB2, PTEN, STK11, or TP53,  
MBS 73297 covers testing of the unaffected relative. 

Pre-/post-test counselling is available 
through Sonic Genetics. 

MBS requires pre-test genetic counselling 
for all patients.ii If counselling not 
provided by Sonic Genetics, please 
provide evidence of informed written 
consent with the test request. 

Unaffected person for any 
mutation in one or more 
genes 

Medicare does not cover testing of unaffected patients 
other than as specified above (MBS 73297).  

Testing of any of the following panels is available on 
request by a specialist for a private fee. 

– BRCA1 and BRCA2 only 
– Expanded panel of 16 genes 

Pre-/post-test counselling is available 
through Sonic Genetics. 

Please provide evidence of informed 
written consent with the test request. 


